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GOA UNIVERSITY 

School of Sanskrit, Philosophy and Indic Studies 

Report on 

TWO DAY NATIONAL IKS CONFERENCE 2026 
 

Title of the Event Integrating Indigenous Knowledge System with Modern Education: 

An Interdisciplinary Approach. 

Date and Time 13 -14 March 2026 

Day 1- 9:00 am to 5:30 pm 

Day 2- 9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Mode of Conduct Physical 

School/Directorate/Section IKS Centre, School of Sanskrit Philosophy and Indic Studies (SSPIS) 

Number of faculty 

Attended/Participated 

5 (GU) 

Number of Students 

attended/Participated 

105 (Colleges under GU) 

No. of external 

Students/faculty/Other 

participants 

96 (Other than GU) 

Objectives of the Conference 1. Examine theoretical and practical frameworks for 

integrating Indigenous Knowledge Systems into 

modern education. 

2. Facilitate interdisciplinary dialogue between traditional 

scholars and contemporary academics. 

3. Promote research that bridges indigenous 

epistemologies with modern scientific inquiry. 

4. Support policy discussions aligned with NEP 2020 and 

future educational reforms. 

5. Encourage pedagogical innovation grounded in 

experiential and value-based learning. 

6. Strengthen academic networks for collaborative 

research and curriculum development. 

7. Document best practices in indigenous knowledge 

integration. 

8. Inspire youth engagement with India’s intellectual 

heritage. 

9. Promote culturally informed sustainability and 

wellbeing frameworks. 

10. Create   pathways   for   long-term   institutional 
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 collaboration. 

Description of the Activity The Two-Day National Conference on “Integrating Indigenous 

Knowledge Systems with Modern Education: An Interdisciplinary 

Perspective” was organized by the IKS Centre, School of Sanskrit 

Philosophy and Indic Studies, Goa University, in association with 

the Goa State Biodiversity Board, Goa State Climate Change Cell, 

Directorate of Higher Education, Ranchi University (Jharkhand), 

Goa State Research Foundation (GSRF), Gomantak Ayurveda 

Mahavidyalaya and Research Centre, and Goa College of 

Naturopathy and Yogic Science. 

 

The conference aimed to promote interdisciplinary dialogue and 

explore the relevance of Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) in 

contemporary education in alignment with NEP 2020. It brought 

together scholars, academicians, researchers, and students from 

various parts of India. 

 

The programme included expert lectures, paper and poster 

presentations, and interactive sessions. A special highlight of the 

conference was the “Healing Tastes of Goa” Indigenous Food 

Competition, which emphasized traditional knowledge related to 

food and health. 

 

The event concluded with a valedictory session, where 

certificates were distributed, contributions were recognized, 

and reflections on the conference were shared. 

Details of Guest Speaker (Brief 

Biodata) 

Total 7 Guest Speakers 

 

1. Prof. Smriti Singh 

 

Dr. Smriti Singh is the Head of the Department of Chemistry at 

Ranchi University, Ranchi, with over 25 years of teaching 

experience, including more than 20 years at the postgraduate level. 

Her academic journey spans esteemed institutions such as 

Engineering College, Patna, Ranchi Women’s College, and presently 

the University Department of Chemistry, Ranchi University, where 

she serves as Head of the Department. 

 

Her areas of research include Coordination Chemistry, Bioinorganic 

Chemistry, Metallurgy, Nano chemistry, and Sustainable Chemistry. 

Dr. Singh has made significant academic contributions through the 

publication of more than 30 research papers in national and 

international journals. She is also the author and co-author of five 
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 books in her field. In addition to her academic excellence, she has 

held several important administrative positions, including Deputy 

Director of Career Vocational Studies (CVS), member of the Internal 

Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC), member of the Women’s Grievance 

Cell (Internal Committee), and member of the Cultural Committee at 

Ranchi University. 

 

Dr. Smriti Singh is also recognized at the national level as a UGC 

designated Master Trainer in Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), 

serving as a Discipline-Specific Master Trainer in IKS for Chemistry 

and Metallurgy under the Ministry of Education, Government of 

India. She currently serves as the Member Secretary of the IKS Cell 

at Ranchi University. 

 

2. Dr. Sneha Bhagwat 

 

Dr. Sneha Pranav Bhagwat is a senior Ayurvedic physician, 

wellness entrepreneur, and policy leader with over 20 years of 

experience in clinical Ayurveda and integrative healthcare. She is 

the Founder of Oorja Wellness Centre (established in 2002) with 

centres in India, Russia, and the UAE. She currently serves as 

Director of Matoshri Padmini Educational Society and CEO of 

Goa College of Physiotherapy and Goa College of Naturopathy 

& Yogic Science. She holds key leadership roles with the 

Government of Goa and national bodies, contributing to 

healthcare policy, biodiversity, and integrative medicine 

initiatives. 

 

She is also appointed as a Healthcare Expert for Goa through NITI 

Aayog. A BAMS Graduated from Goa University, she also holds a 

Diploma in Business Management from IIM Bangalore and a PG 

Diploma in Garbha Sanskar from NIA Jaipur. Her recognitions 

include the Women Leading MSME Award (2024) and Goa Star 

Women Award (2023). She is fluent in six languages including 

Russian and German. 

 

3. Prof. Neelesh Korde 

 

An alumni of Government Ayurveda Medical College 

Bangalore for graduation, Tilak Ayurveda Mahavidyalaya Pune for 

post-graduation and earned a PhD from Desh Bhagat University 

Punjab, presently holds the charge of Principal Gomantak Ayurveda 

Mahavidyalaya and Research centre Shiroda Goa. 32 years of 
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 experience in teaching and private practice at national as well as 

international levels Awards Best MD thesis Dhanwantari Award by 

Government of India Best Teacher award for Propagation of 

Ayurveda at an international level Invited speaker at various 

conferences and seminars Published various research articles 

Director Doman India international USA Advisor for Alveda, a 

Swiss Company. 

 

4. Prof. Vithal Tilvi 

 

Dr. Vithal Tilvi is a distinguished astronomer and currently serves 

as a Professor at the Centre for Research, Development & 

Innovation, Goa State Higher Education Council, Directorate of 

Higher Education, Goa. He possesses extensive academic and 

research experience across diverse fields including physics, 

electronics, oceanography, and astronomy. He completed his 

B.Sc. (Physics) and M.Sc. from Goa University, followed by an 

M.S. in Physics from Michigan Technological University, USA, 

and a Ph.D. in Astronomy from Arizona State University, USA. 

His doctoral research focused on understanding the formation of 

the first galaxies in the universe. 

 

Dr. Tilvi has had a rich international research career, including 

positions as a Postdoctoral Research Associate at Texas A&M 

University and Arizona State University, USA, and as a Scientist at 

the National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research, Goa. He 

spent approximately 15 years in the United States, contributing to 

several prestigious projects funded by NASA and the Keck 

Observatory. His research contributions have led to several 

significant discoveries. He led the discovery of the farthest known 

group of galaxies in 2020, which was recognized among the top 

discoveries of the year by Astronomy Magazine. He was also a 

Science Investigation Team Member for NASA’s Roman Space 

Telescope Mission (2015-2017), scheduled for launch in 2026. In 

2017, he contributed to the discovery of one of the earliest black 

hole candidates in the universe. Earlier, in 2013, he was part of the 

team that discovered the most distant galaxy known at that time, 

published in the journal Nature, and also led the discovery of three 

new galaxies. 

 

Dr. Tilvi has authored over 100 research publications in reputed 

international journals and conferences and serves as a reviewer for 

multiple international astronomy journals. He has received several 
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 prestigious awards, including the Rodger Doxsey Prize from the 

American Astronomical Society for an outstanding Ph.D. thesis, the 

Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award from the American 

Association of Physics Teachers, and the Roma Verma Trophy for 

being the best all-round scientist during an oceanography 

expedition conducted by the National Institute of Oceanography, 

Goa. 

 

5. Prof. C. D. Sebastian 

 

Dr C. D. Sebastian is Professor in Indian Philosophy at the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay, Mumbai. He holds his MA 

(first rank with two gold medals) and PhD degrees in Indian 

Philosophy from Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi. He did his 

Postdoctoral Research at the University of Bristol, UK. He has 

published more than 135 research papers in refereed international 

journals and five books. He was honoured three times with 

Excellence in Teaching Award of IIT Bombay. He was a DAAD 

Fellow at the University of Erfurt, Germany in 2010, and an 

Erasmus Mundus (of European Commission) Visiting Scholar at 

the University of Warsaw, Poland in 2015. 

 

 

6. Dr. Manoj R. Borkar 

 

Dr. Manoj Ramakant Borkar is currently Professor and Head 

of the Department at Carmel College of Arts, Science and 

Commerce for Women, Nuvem Goa, where he has been 

serving for the last 38 years. He is a Gold Medallist in the 

subject of Marine Zoology at MSc Examination in 1987, and 

was awarded PhD in 1998, both from the Bombay University. 

He also has Post graduate qualification in Ecology and 

Environment from Indian Institute of Ecology and 

Environment, New Delhi. A fellow of Indian Academy of 

Environmental Sciences, He has over 58 Research 

publications in peer reviewed journals and has completed 

more than 15 research projects thus far. He has been on the 

Boards of study of several universities and autonomous 

colleges and has also served on State Experts Appraisal 

Committee for EIA, State Wildlife Advisory Board and is 

currently an Expert Member of Goa State Biodiversity Board. 

Notably, Prof. Borkar is the first recipient of Goa State ‘Best 

Teacher  Award’  in  Higher  Education  in  2015,  and 

‘Biodiversity Conservation Award’ in Individual category in 
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   GEO TAGGED PHOTOS 

Day 1  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 1. Registration Desk 

Photo 2. Inaugural Function 



26 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 4. Guest Speaker 1: Prof. Suhash Ranjan Dey 

Photo 3. Auditorium in the morning session  
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Photo 6. Guest Speaker 3: Dr. Sneha Bhagwat 

Photo 5. Guest Speaker 2: Dr. Smriti Singh 
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Photo 7. Audience interaction with Guest Speakers  

Photo 8. Lunch Break 
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Photo 9. Guest Speaker 4: Prof. Vithal Tilvi 

Photo 10. Guest Speaker 5: Dr. Manoj R. Borkar 
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Photo 12. Poster Presentation 

Photo 11. Paper Session 
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Day 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 13. Guest Speaker 6: Prof. C.D. Sebastian 

Photo 14. Guest Speaker 7: Prof. Neelesh Korde 
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Photo 15. Indigenous Cuisine Competition 

Photo 16. Paper Presentations 
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Photo 17. Valedictory Function 

Photo 18. A Group Picture with the Participants 
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