
 

 

Goa University 
Discipline of English, Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and 

Literature 
Report on Book Release of The Bitter Fruit Tree and Other Stories by 

Prakash Parienkar 
 

1. Title of the Event/Activity/program Book Release of The Bitter Fruit Tree and 
Other Stories by Prakash Parienkar 

2. Date and Time  17 September 2025, 10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

3. Mode of conduct (Physical/Online) Physical 

4. School/ Directorate/ Section Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and 
Literature 

5. Collaborating Agency/School/Directorate The Dogears Bookshop, Margao, Goa 

6. Detail of the Resource Person (Brief 
biodata) 

Dr. Prakash Parienkar is an Associate 
Professor and Vice Dean (Research) at Goa 
University, specializing in Konkani literature. 
He holds a Ph.D. in Konkani and has received 
numerous awards for his literary 
contributions, including the 2023 Sahitya 
Akademi Award for his short stories 
collection Varsal. Dr. Parienkar has published 
several books, including essays, short stories, 
and plays, with his works translated into 
multiple languages. He has also made 
significant contributions to education and the 
environment. Additionally, he has been 
involved in theatrical and film projects, 
including writing screenplays for award-
winning Konkani and Hindi films and 
translating various works into Konkani. 



 

7. Number of Faculty attended/participated 27 

8. Number of Student attended / 
participated 

67 

9. No. of external students/faculty/other 
participants 

36 students, 11 faculty members, 4 guests 

10. The objectives of the 
Program/activity/event 

The Book Release of The Bitter Fruit Tree 
and Other Stories by Prakash Parienkar, 
translated to English from Konkani by Ms. 
Vidya Pai aimed to celebrate a significant 
work of Konkani literature by Sahitya 
Akademi Awardee, Dr. Parienkar, delving 
into the crucial art of writing and translation. 
While officially introducing the book to the 
public and the academic community in Goa, 
this event complemented the dynamic act of 
book-reading with discussions on the 
challenges of writing and translation. It also 
brought together scholars, students, writers, 
and readers, strengthening the university's role 
as a hub for intellectual and cultural discourse.  

11. Description of the 
Program/activity/event 

The book was officially released by the Chief 
Guest, Jnanpith Awardee, Shri Damodar 
Mauzo, who hailed Parienkar’s literary 
prowess in his keynote address. Professor 
Oscar de Noronha shed light on the collection 
of stories through a presentation titled, 
‘Parienkar’s Satari Days’. This was followed 
by ‘Bilingual Narratives: A Performative 
Reading’, by faculty of the Shenoi Goembab 
School of Languages and Literature. The 
highlight of the event was the book discussion 
session, ‘The Trials & Travails of 
Translation.’ Chaired by Ms. Heta Pandit, the 
discussion featured esteemed panelists Dr. 
Akshata Bhat, Dr. Frederick Noronha, Dr. 
Glenis Mendonca, and Dr. Hanumant 
Chopdekar. 

12. Benefit/Key outcomes of the 
Program/activity/event 

•  Celebrate and critically appreciate 
Parienkar’s literary world, themes, and socio-
cultural contexts through the Book Release. 
•  Promote translation as a critical literary 
practice, highlighting its role in preserving 
cultural truth and making regional literature 
accessible to a global readership. 



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Book Release at the hands of the Chief Guest, Jnanpith Awardee, Shri Damodar Mauzo 
 
 
 
 

 
Presentation of mementos to the Panelists 

 
 
 



 

 
Book Reading by the Faculty of SGSLL, Goa University 

 

 
Group picture of the event 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Bio Notes: Chairperson and Panelists 
 
Heta Pandit’s first “real job” was with famed ethologist Dr Jane Goodall on a chimpanzee 
research station in Tanzania, East Africa. On her return to India in 1983, Heta volunteered 
with Bombay Environmental Action Group and initiated several heritage preservation 
projects through the Indian Heritage Society, Bombay Chapter. Traumatized by the riots in 
1993 in her beloved Bombay, she left the city for Munnar at first and then Goa, putting all her 
energies into the preservation of Goan houses.  
 
Heta Pandit is a Homi Baba fellow and a co-founder of Heritage First Goa. She is the author 
of 11 books on Goan Heritage, art and culture. Her Marathi to English translations have been 
published in Govapuri and Ferry Crossing - An Anthology of Goan Short Stories edited by 
Fulbright scholar, Manohar Shetty. Grinding Stories: Songs from Goa and Grinding Stories: 
Retold are anthologies of songs sung at the grinding stone, translated by her from the original 
Marathi-Konkani dialect. She is currently working on a book titled Objects and Memories 
from Goa. She lives in Saligao, Goa and is a pet-parent to her three beloved pet dogs. 

Dr. Akshata Bhatt is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English, DCT’s Dhempe 
College of Arts and Science. She completed her Doctorate on “Green Cultural Studies: 
Theoretical Perspectives, Textual Perceptions and Practical Applications” and has also 
completed a UGC-funded Minor Research Project. She has published papers in journals and  
books and has presented papers at various international and national conferences. She is also 
a translator and has undertaken translation of short stories and for children from Konkani to 
English and English to Hindi. 

Dr. Frederick Noronha is a Journalist, Writer, and alternate Publisher of books. He is the  
founder-editor of Goa 1556 which has published around 170 titles – mainly non-fiction – 
related to Goa. An active online networker, he is also the founder of Docuwallahs2, a pan-
India documentary network on WhatsApp that operated for over a decade. He focusses on 
writing on Free Software, Open Source, ICT-for- development, IT & related issues and also 
specialises in book reviews, blogs, alternative communications & writing about documentary 
film in India. Has written extensively on Goa & the media in India.  

Dr. Glenis Mendonça is an Associate Professor and HoD, Department of English of Carmel 
College of Arts, Science and Commerce for Women, Nuvem-Goa and has been teaching for 
nearly two decades. She completed her Doctorate on ‘Konkani Fiction in English 
Translation’ in 2017 and has published several research papers, articles, and book chapters.  
She has served on the Board of Studies - English, Goa University from 2017 to 2021. At 
present, Dr. Mendonça is an Executive Committee member of Dalgado Konkanni Academi 
and is a part of several activities in the promotion of Konkani language and literature. She is 
passionate about Goan music, theatre and translates from Konkani into English. 
 
Dr. Hanumant Chopdekar is an Associate Professor of Konkani and Vice-Dean 
(Academic), Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature, Goa University. His 
doctoral research focussed on 'State language movement of Konkani and a scientific 
valuation of a social language'. He has more than 27 books to his credit: These include 
scholarly and research-based books as well as those in creative writing genres like drama and 
poetry. He has been a recipient of 14 awards for excellence in teaching and book writing. His 
areas of interest include Konkani Folklore, Language Movement & Linguistics and he has 
presented over 30 research papers at national and international seminars. 
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