Goa University

Training, Internship and Placement (TIP) Committee
Directorate of Student Placement & Alumni Relations (DSPAR)

in Collaboration with

Microbiology, School of Biological Sciences & Biotechnology (SBSB)
Report on “Converge 3.0: Shiksha Udyojak Sangam, the academia-industry
summit organized by Goa University” Talk: Start Early, Start Smart: Student
Entrepreneurship and Government Support

1. Title of the
Event/Activity/progra
m

Start Early, Start Smart: Student Entrepreneurship and Government
Support

2. Date and Time

17-02-2026 from 11:15 am to 12:15 pm

3. Mode of conduct
(Physical/Online)

Physical (Offline)

4. School/ Directorate/
Section

Training, Internship and Placement (TIP) Committee

Directorate of Student Placement & Alumni Relations (DSPAR)

in collaboration with Microbiology, School of Biological Sciences &
Biotechnology (SBSB)

5. Collaborating
Agency/School/Directo
rate/Research
Institutes/Industries

1. Goa State Higher Education Council & the Directorate of Higher
Education, Government of Goa

2. Microbiology Discipline, School of Biological Sciences &
Biotechnology (SBSB)

6. Detail of the
Resource Persons
(Brief biodata)

Shri. Uddhav Vaze, Verification Officer, Startup & IT Promotion Cell
(SITPC), Govt. of Goa.

7. Number of Faculty
attended/participated

7 faculty

8. Number of Student
attended / participated

107 [56 Microbiology, 32 Botany, 18 Biotechnology & 1 Zoology]

9. No. of external
students/faculty/other
participants

one




10. The objectives of
the Program/ activity/
event

1. To promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship among students,

encouraging them to start early and develop future-ready solutions aligned
with national and state priorities.

2. To integrate students with India’s and Goa’s startup ecosystems by

connecting them to incubators, government policies, funding schemes, and
mentorship networks.

3. To build awareness about the Startup India framework and the Goa Startup

Policy 2025, enabling informed participation in structured support systems.

4. To equip young innovators with practical knowledge of the startup journey,

including idea validation, compliance, funding access, & business
registration.

5. To inspire impactful change by nurturing resilient, confident, and socially

responsible changemakers committed to contributing to Goa’s sustainable
economic growth

11. Description of the
Program/activity/even
t

>

A lecture on “Start Early, Start Smart: Student Entrepreneurship and
Government Support” was organized by Training, Internship and Placement
(TIP) Committee under the Directorate of Student Placement & Alumni
Relations (DSPAR) in Collaboration with Microbiology, School of Biological
Sciences & Biotechnology (SBSB), Goa University on 17 February, 2026.

Ms. Komal Salkar, Assistant Professor of the Microbiology Discipline, SBSB,

delivered the welcome address. The Chief Guest, Shri Uddhav Vaze,
Verification Officer, Startup & IT Promotion Cell (SITPC), Govt. of Goa,
Government of Goa, was introduced by Dr. Bhakti Salgaonkar, Assistant
Professor of Microbiology, SBSB, and a member of the TIP, DSPAR.

A total of 115 participants attended the event, including 07 faculty members
and 107 students. The student participants represented a range of disciplines,
with 56 from Microbiology, 32 from Botany, 18 from Biotechnology and 1
from Zoology.

Shri Uddhav Vaze delivered an insightful talk highlighted the growing
opportunities for young innovators in India’s expanding economy. It began
with an overview of India’s positive economic outlook and its emergence as a
global startup hub. A startup was defined in line with the Startup India
initiative, emphasizing innovation, scalability, & problem-solving.

The session explored India’s dynamic startup ecosystem, including
incubators, funding bodies, and policy support, followed by a focused
discussion on the startup environment in Goa. Local initiatives, infrastructure,
and institutional support available to student entrepreneurs were highlighted.
Common fears among students, such as fear of failure, financial risk, and lack
of experience, were addressed, encouraging resilience and early action. The
speaker outlined the startup journey from idea validation and market research
to funding, scaling, and compliance.

Special attention was given to the Goa Startup Policy 2025, which offers
incentives and structured support. Additionally, 12 government schemes
designed to provide financial aid, mentorship, and market access were
discussed. The session concluded with practical guidance on how to register a
startup and access available benefits.

The student’s interest was well reflected during their interactive session with
the resource person of the event, Shri. Uddhav Vaze.

The program concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Ms. Komal Salkar
and token of appreciation to the resource person by Dr. Milind Naik,
Programme Director of Microbiology.




12. Benefit/Key
outcomes of the
Program/activity/even
t

1. Gained clear understanding of the startup concept, aligned with innovation,
scalability, and problem-solving under national initiatives supporting
entrepreneurship.

2. Developed insight into India’s strong economic outlook & its emergence as
a leading global startup and innovation hub.

3. Increased awareness of India’s startup ecosystem, including incubators,
funding agencies, mentorship networks, & policy support mechanisms.

4. Understood the structure & opportunities within Goa’s startup ecosystem,
local infrastructure, institutional backing, & state support.

5. Built confidence to overcome common fears such as failure, financial risk,
and lack of experience through resilience & early action.

6. Learned the complete startup journey from idea validation and market
research to funding, scaling, compliance, and growth.

7. Gained knowledge about the Goa Startup Policy 2025 and its incentives,
subsidies, and structured support for entrepreneurs.

8. Understood the 12 government schemes and the step-by-step process for
registering a startup and accessing benefits.

13. Enclosures with
report

1. Brochure

2. Geo-tag photos

3. Attendance of the participants
4. Letter of Invitation

5. Letter of Appreciation
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Introduction to the Session by the Ms. Komal
Salkar, Assistant Professor, Microbiology &
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JVERNMENT

Intruduction to the Resource Person by
Dr. Bhakti Salgaonkar, Coordinator & TIP
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Shri. Uddhay Vare
Verification Officer
Startup & Information Tecknology, Premation Cefl
Geverament of Goa

LETTER OF INVITATION

Deer Shri. Uddhav Vaze,
Warm grectings from Goa Univorsity

Goa University, in coflabs with the Di of Higher Ed jon and the Goa Suate Higher Education
Council, Government of Goa, in organizing Converge 3.0 under the theme: “/nmovite, Integrrate, Impact. Ruilding
Goa s Future-Ready Changemakers.

It is with great pride and admirution that we extend this invitation to you to deliver a gucst locture as carcer
counselling for our stodents related to the start-up ecosystem, training opportunitics, skill development, carcer
readiness. entreprencurship, and placement avenues.

Your h and ded w0 fostering scrve as an 0 many of our
STudents nhonpm 10 build meaningful caneers in the world of startups and business. We believe that vour real-world
experiences and practical insights will help them better understand the stsrtup ecosystem. encourage innovatve
thinking, and guide them 2s they make important academic and career decisions.

We would be honored 10 host you for thes guest lecture on “Start Early, Start Smart: Stedent Entreprencarskip
and Government Support™ a1 |1:15 am, at Goa Univorsity, The session will focus on career pathways in startups
and entrepreneurship. essentinl skill development, and practical advice for studeats nterested i tuming ideas into
viable businesses, exploring inmovative career optios, and contributing 10 the stantup ecosystem

We look forward to welkoming you to Goa University and to an enriching session foe our students.

With warm rogards.

i frardts

5y Goa University
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To,
Shri. Uddbay Vire
Verification Officer
Startup & Informatian Technology, Pramotion Cell
Goveenment of Gan

LETTER OF AFPFRECIATION

Dear Shri Uddhay Vazo,
Warm greetings from Goa University,

On behalf of Goa University. we would like 1 extend our heanifelt sppeecistion for defivering the insightful guest
lecture titled “Start Early, Start Smart: Stwdent Entreprencurship and Government Suppart™ at Gaa Hniversiry
11 was with great pride and admiration that we invited you. & destimgurshed professional from the startinp ecosy tem,
10 speak 10 our students. Your presence and the experiences you shared were truly inspifing

Your ial joumey and d 1o fostering ToRt u strong imp on our students. Many
of them expressed how the session broadened their understanding of startup cubiure, ROVErRINEnl SUPPOt systems,
und lbc diverse uppunmuucs availuble in the entreprencurinl space. The clarity with which you discussed shill
& iy -S1a g kg, and proctcal aspects of building a stanup was especaally mpactful

We are grateful for the time and effort you devoted to interacting with our students and for contributing to their
academic and professional growth. It was a privilege to host you. and we sineerely hope 1o collaborate with you again
in the future

With wanm regards.
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