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Abstract

Modern epistemology has largely been preoccupied with individual knowers – their
cognitive faculties, perceptual capacities, and rational justifications. Largely, within
the modern theories of knowledge, the world was presumed to be real and
knowable, though differing accounts were offered of its accessibility to human
reason. While this focus on the individual knower has its justification, it has also
obscured the social and impersonal dimensions of knowledge—those embedded in
the very practices, institutions, and discourses through which knowledge is
produced and sustained. The sociologists of knowledge in the early twentieth
century sought to redress this imbalance by treating knowledge as a social
phenomenon, amenable to empirical investigation. Yet their project, despite its
insight, often remained limited to tracing how thought is shaped by its social
context, without adequately exploring how epistemic norms and truth-claims
themselves are constituted within social life.

This talk revisits these questions through the lens of social epistemology that
reconceptualizes knowing as a collective enterprise. It examines how knowledge
attains authority, credibility, and stability within communities. The focus is not
merely on the diversity of knowledges, but on the processes through which a body
of belief comes to be recognized as knowledge. In other words, it is an analysis of
knowledge and its foundation in the social world.
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