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A workshop on "Epigraphy and Palacography" was conducted by the Discipline of History, D. 
D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, Goa University, in 

collaboration with the Department of Goa Gazetteer & Historical Records, Government of Goa, 

from 19 January 2026 to 24 January 2026. The workshop was primarily for History faculty 
members from Goa University and its affiliated colleges, as well as postgraduate history 

students at Goa University. A total of 76 participants registered for the course; however, 62 
attended and completed. Among these 76 participants, 05 were faculty members from Goa 

University and Colleges. Dr. T. S. Ravishankar, Former Director (Epigraphy), Archacological 
Survey of India, Mysore, was the resource person, and all classes were held from 10:00 a.m. to 
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4:00 p.m. at the Seminar Hall, Faculty Block B, and the VRPP Lecture Hall, Block D, Goa 

University. 

The inaugural ceremony of the course was held on 19 January 2026 at 10:00 a.m. Shri. Vinod 

Kankonkar, Programme Director, History, welcomed the dignitaries and the participants. Dr. 

Parag D. Parobo, the workshop's Coordinator and Associate Professor of History, introduced 
the workshop and its resource person, Dr. T. S. Ravishankar, and briefed participants on the 

guidelines and expectations. The Chief Guest for the inaugural ceremony was Professor Sunder 

N. Dhuri, Registrar, Goa University. In his inaugural address, Prof. Dhuri highlighted the 

workshop's importance in equipping history students with crucial skills. The Guest of Honour, 

Professor Nagendra Rao, Dean ofD. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural 
Studies, Goa University, discussed the role of Epigraphy and Palacography in constructing the 

early history of India. For his contributions to promoting Epigraphy and Palaeography, the 

resource person, Dr. T. S. Ravishankar, was felicitated by Prof. Dhuri. Dr. Balaji S. Shenvi, 

Executive Editor & Ex officio Joint Secretary, Government of Goa, proposed a vote of 

thanks. 

The primary objective of the workshop was to introduce participants to the practical side of 

decipherment, not only of inscriptions but also of seals and sealings, manuscripts, and other 

inscribed materials. The course was structured into 30 sessions, each 60 minutes long. 

The training included the following topics: 

1. Antiquity of writing. 
2. Epigraphical and Palaeographical studies, a board perspective. 

3. Palaeography of Asokan Brahmi. 
4. Scripts and Languages. 
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5. Stone and Copper Plate inscriptions. Forms and formats of inscriptions. Prakrit and Sanskrit 

inscriptions. 

6. Palaeography of Sunga, Kushana and Kshatrapa inscriptions. 
7. Multi-dimensional approach in Epigraphical studies. 
8. Brahmi numerals, dates and eras. 

9. Palaeography of Gupta inscriptions. 

10. Box head and Nail head characters. Siddhamatrika characters. Early Nagari. 

On 23 January 2026, all participants were taken to the Goa State Museum, Adilshah Palace, 

and the Old Secretariat in Panaji for practical training in estampage, the technique of creating 

a direct, inked paper impression of an inscription. Dr. T. S. Ravishankar highlighted the 

importance of estampage training and how it allows researchers to work with a clear, readable 

copy of an inscription. Dr. Ravishankar frst demonstrated the estampage, and all the 

participants were invited to do hands-on tanning. Almost all the participants had their hands on 

the technique of estampaging inscriptions. 

A valedictory function was held at 2:45 p.m. on 24 January 2026. Participants were invited to 

provide feedback on the themes, methodologies, and effectiveness in learning and transcribing 

the Modi script. Dr. Ravishankar shared his experiences throughout the workshop and the 

practical, hands-on learning techniques. The Chief Guest, Professor Nagendra Rao, Dean of D. 

D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies, Goa University, delivered the 
valedictory address. The Guest of Honour, Dr. Balaji S. Shenvi, Executive Editor & Ex officio 

Joint Secretary, Government of Goa, stated that this workshop was a rare opportunity to 

promote Epigraphical studies. The workshop concluded with the distribution of certificates to 
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the participants. Shri. Vinod Kankonkar, Programme Director, History, proposed a vote of 
thanks. 

Prof. Nagendfa Rao, 

Dean, D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences & 

Behavioural Studies, Goa University 

DEAN 
D. D. Kosambi Sehool of Social Sciences 

& Behavioural Studies 
Goa University 
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Parag D. Parobo, Ph.D., 

Associate Professor of History, 

Coordinator of the 
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Dr. T. S. Ravishankar delivering a lecture 
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Felicitation of Dr. T. S. Ravishankar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


















































