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CRANS

Swiss investigators said 
Friday that they believe 
sparkling flares atop 

Champagne bottles ignited 
the fatal fire at a ski resort 
when they came too close to a 
crowded bar's ceiling. 

Forty people were killed 
and another 119 injured in the 
blaze as it ripped through the 
busy Le Constellation bar at 
the ski resort of Crans-Mon-
tana while revellers were 
celebrating New Year's Eve, 
authorities said. 

Among the crowd was Axel 
Clavier, a 16-year-old from Par-
is, who said he felt as if he was 
suffocating inside the Swiss 
Alpine bar where moments 

before he had been ringing in 
the New Year with friends and 
dozens of other people. 

The teenager escaped the 

inferno, which broke out early 
Thursday, by forcing a window 
open with a table. But about 
40 other partygoers died, 

including one of Clavier's 
friends, falling victim to one of 
the worst tragedies in Switzer-
land's history. 

Late Thursday, mourners 
left candles and flowers in an 
impromptu memorial.  

Pope Leo sent a telegram 
Friday to the bishop of Sion to 
express condolences and pray 
that “the Lord will welcome 
the deceased into His abode 
of peace and light, and will 
sustain the courage of those 
who suffer in their hearts or in 
their bodies. 

Probe continues 
We have numerous ac-

counts of heroic actions, one 
could say, of very strong sol-
idarity in the moment, Valais 
government head Mathias 

Reynard told RTS radio Friday. 
He lauded the work of emer-

gency officials on the day after 
the fire but added “in the first 
minutes it was citizens and in 
large part young people who 
saved lives with their courage. 

Tragic evening 
Clavier, the Parisian teenag-

er, said he didn't see the fire 
start, but did see waitresses 
arrive with Champagne bottles 
with burning sparklers. 

Two women told French 
broadcaster BFMTV they were 
inside when they saw a male 
bartender lifting a female bar-
tender on his shoulders as she 
held a lit candle in a bottle. 
The flames spread, collapsing 
the wooden ceiling, they told 
the broadcaster. 
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PANAJI
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant 
on Friday announced that six 
iron ore mineral blocks would 
be put up for e-auction in Feb-
ruary, while ten low-grade ore 
dumps will go for auction this 
month.

Speaking to media per-
sons after chairing a review 
meeting of the mining sector, 
Sawant said that of the total 
12 mineral blocks, covering 24 
mines, auctioned so far, five 
have commenced operations 
while four blocks are in pro-
cess of starting activities.

In October, last year, op-
erations commenced at the 
Shirgao mineral block operat-
ed by M/s Rajaram Bandekar 
Mines Pvt Ltd, and the Cud-
nem Mineral Block (VI) man-
aged by JSW Steel Limited.

Vedanta Limited was the 
first to begin fresh extraction 
from its Bicholim mineral 
block in April 2024, followed 
by Fomento Resources at the 
Advalpal-Thivim block in De-
cember the same year. In May 
2025, M/s Salgaocar Shipping 

Pvt Ltd began operations at 
the Shirgao-Mayem block.

“Another six mineral blocks 
are identified for auction next 
month,” Sawant said. He add-
ed that the government has 
already granted consent to 
five mining firms to lift dumps 
lying on private land outside 
the leasebound areas.

The Chief Minister said that 
a total ten dumps, as identi-
fied by the government, will 
go for auction this month.

The State has received Rs 
400 crore incentive from the 
Union Mines Ministry for op-
erationalizing mineral blocks.

The combined annual ex-
traction capacity of these five 
blocks stands at 5.3 MT.

The blocks that are yet to 
commence operations include 
Cudnem-Cormolem, Sur-
la-Sonshi, Tivim-Pirna, Kalay 
(Sanguem), Monte-de-Sirigao, 
Curpem-Sulcorna, Onda, and 
Codli mineral blocks.

SHWETA KAMAT MAHATME
THE GOAN I PANAJI

Regular consumption of fish 
caught off Caranzalem beach 
may pose potential health 
risks to humans due to ele-
vated levels of heavy metals, 
a new scientific study by re-
searchers from Goa University 
has warned.

The study has found that 
several commonly consumed 
fish species accumulate met-
als beyond permissible limits, 
raising concerns over long-
term dietary exposure for 
coastal communities and sea-
food consumers in the State.

The findings suggest that 
prolonged intake of con-
taminated fish could lead to 
non-carcinogenic health ef-
fects, underscoring the need 
for closer monitoring of sea-
food safety along Goa’s urban 
coastline.

The study ‘Metal bioavail-
ability in sediments and bio-
accumulation in edible fishes 
from Caranzalem beach, Goa, 
India’, undertaken by A M 
Patil, M R Nasnodkar and C J 
G Fernandes, focused on as-

sessing metal bioavailability 
in sediments and quantifying 
metal concentrations in dif-
ferent fish organs -- muscles, 
gills, liver and kidney -- to 
evaluate toxicity implications 
for both marine life and hu-
mans.

One of the key findings of 

the study was the uneven dis-
tribution of metals within fish 
organs. The majority of the 
analysed fish species showed 
the highest accumulation of 
metals in the kidney, followed 
by the liver, gills and muscles. 
“This higher renal accumu-
lation of metals compared to 

liver, gills and muscles was 
attributed to its physiological 
functions such as filtration, 
excretion and ion regulation,” 
the study said.

The study found that con-
centrations of iron (Fe), man-
ganese (Mn), zinc (Zn) and 
copper (Cu) in the muscles of 

11 commonly consumed fish 
species, including Sardinella 
longiceps (Tarle) and Rastrel-
liger kanagurta (mackerel), 
exceeded standard permissi-
ble limits prescribed for hu-
man consumption.

Surface sediment samples 
collected from the intertidal 
zone showed that over 35 per 
cent of bioavailable manga-
nese (Mn), zinc (Zn), copper 
(Cu), cobalt (Co) and nickel 
(Ni) were bound to sediment 
fractions capable of entering 
the marine food web. While 
Zn, Cu, Co and Ni were mainly 
associated with iron-manga-
nese oxides and organic mat-
ter or sulphide fractions, man-
ganese was predominantly 
bound to carbonate phases, 
making it relatively more mo-
bile.

Risk analysis using the Risk 
Assessment Code (RAC) cate-
gorised Mn, Zn, Cu and Ni as 
posing medium to very high 
ecological risk, while Screen-
ing Quick Reference Table 
(SQUIRT) values indicated po-
tential toxicity of manganese 
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Study warns of heavy metals 
in fish off Caranzalem beach
 SAYS REGULAR CONSUMPTION LIKELY TO POSE HEALTH RISK
 SARDINES, MACKERELS AMONG THOSE IN CONTAMINATED LIST

TOXIC CATCH: KEY FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 
�� Several commonly con-

sumed fish species found 
to accumulate metals 
beyond permissible limits

�� Prolonged consumption 
of contaminated fish may 
lead to non-carcinogenic 
health effects

�� Underscores need for 
stricter seafood safety 
monitoring 

��Metal accumulation 
varied among fish organs, 
with the highest levels ob-
served in kidneys, followed 
by liver, gills, and muscles

�� High metal concentra-
tion in kidneys linked to 

role in filtration, excretion, 
and ion regulation

��Muscle tissues of 11 
commonly consumed fish 
species showed iron, man-
ganese, zinc, and copper 
concentrations exceeding 
permissible limits for 
human consumption

��Over 35% of metals were 

bound to fractions capable 
of entering the marine food 
web

�� Risk assessments 
classified these metals 
as posing medium to 
very high ecological risk, 
with manganese showing 
potential toxicity to marine 
organisms

Boost for mining, more iron
ore blocks set for e-auction
AUCTION OF 10 DUMPS THIS MONTH, 6 IN FEBRUARY

��Mining operations 
resumed in October 
last year at 
Shirgao mineral 
block and Cud-
nem Mineral 
Block 

�� Vedanta 
initiated fresh ex-
traction at the Bicholim 
mineral block in April 2024

�� Fomento Resources 
commenced operations at 
Advalpal–Thivim block in 

December 2024
��M/s Salgaocar 
Shipping Pvt. Ltd 
began mining 
at Shirgao–
Mayem block in 
May 2025
�� A total of five 

mineral blocks are 
currently operational

�� Combined annual 
extraction capacity of these 
blocks is 5.3 million metric 
tonnes

MINING 
OPERATIONS 

SO FAR 

Sparklers on wine bottles likely cause of Swiss fire
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MAPUSA
A 45-year-old man was killed 
and his wife sustained critical 
injuries after a bus collided 
with their two-wheeler at As-
sonora on Friday morning.

The deceased has been 
identified as Laxmikant Shet-
kar (45) of Corjuem-Aldona.

His wife, Smruti, who was 
riding pillion, suffered griev-
ous injuries in the mishap.

According to police, the 
couple was travelling from 
Mapusa towards Bicholim on 
their two-wheeler when a bus 
from the opposite direction al-
legedly rammed into them.

The accident occurred at 
around 7.45 am, in front of 
the chapel near the Assonora 
Sports Complex. Laxmikant 
Shetkar sustained fatal inju-
ries and died at the spot.

Smruti Shetkar was rushed 
to the Mapusa District Hospi-
tal for emergency treatment 
and was later shifted to the 
GMC, Bambolim, due to the 
seriousness of her injuries.

The Colvale Police have tak-
en the bus driver, Tukaram 
Sawant of Mashel, into custo-
dy for questioning.

Road accident in 
Assonora claims
man’s life, wife 
critically injured
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PANAJI
The State government has 
warned its employees against 
engaging in professional an-
choring and other private 
work, stating that such activ-
ities violate service conduct 

rules and adversely affect offi-
cial performance.

In the circular issued, the 
government has warned 
to take disciplinary action 
against employees violating 
the directions. 

The government said it 
has come to its notice that 

employees of government 
departments, corporations 
and autonomous bodies are 
involved in professional an-
choring and similar activities, 
thereby impacting their dedi-
cation to official duties.

No side jobs, govt warns staffers
against engaging in private work
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PANAJI
Chief Minister Pramod Sawant 
is likely to present the Goa 
State Budget for 2026–27 in 
February, ahead of the Panaji 
City Corporation and munic-
ipal elections scheduled for 
March-April.

Sawant on Friday chaired 
a crucial review meeting to 
assess the implementation of 
the Budget 2025–26 and the 
status of assurances made by 
the government. During re-
view it was brought out that 
action has already started on 

99.3 per cent of the budget as-
surances.

“Almost 77 per cent of the 
assurances will be imple-
mented in this financial year 
itself and rest in the next 
year,” Sawant said while di-
recting all Secretaries and 
HoDs to fast track implemen-
tation of the budget assurance 
as well as assurances given on 
the floor of the House by the 
government.

Sawant informed that as on 
November, 2025 end, the State 
government has spent 57 per 

CM eyes February to
present State budget
SAYS 77% ASSURANCES TO BE FULFILLED 
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SILENT TRIBUTE: People lay candles near the Le 
Constellation bar after the devastating fire during New Year's 
celebrations in Crans-Montana.

TEMPLE TRADITION: Devotees throng the Shri Dev Bodgeshwar Devasthan to participate 
in zatra at Mapusa on Friday. The zatra will continue till January 8. (Report on pg 3) �
� Narayan Pissurlenkar

Saligao murder: Cops 
issue look-out notice 
 MAPUSA: Goa Police have 
issued a look-out notice 
against Jagannath Bhagat, 
the prime accused in the 
sensational Saligao double 
murder case, as he continues 
to evade arrest nearly two 
months after the crime.
Bhagat is suspected to have 
brutally murdered Richard 
D’Mello, the owner of a music 
shop in Saligao, and his em-
ployee. � >> See pg 3

Wild boars destroy  
areca nut plantations
VALPOI: Wild boars have de-
stroyed areca nut plantations 
belonging to Demu Gaonkar 
and his family in Satre village 
of Nagargao-Sattari. Gaonkar 
said over 100 areca nut trees 
had been destroyed in a sin-
gle night, causing them huge 
losses. � >> See pg 3
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PANAJI
The Directorate of Art and 
Culture, Government of Goa, 
has declared the results of the 
State-level Crib Competition 
2025, organised from Decem-
ber 26 to 31, as part of efforts 
to promote and preserve Goa’s 
age-old Christmas crib-making 
tradition. The competition was 
held in two categories—Insti-
tution/Group and Individual/
Household—and witnessed 
enthusiastic participation from 
across the State. A total of 25 
groups competed in the Insti-
tution/Group category, while 
55 participants took part in the 
Individual/Household catego-
ry. The entries were judged by 
a three-member jury compris-
ing Sonia Rodrigues Sabar-
wal, Febiano Gonsalves and 
Sandesh Sonu Naik.

In the Institution/Group cat-
egory, Mandopa Boys of Copela 
Vaddo, Navelim, Salcete, se-
cured first prize of Rs 40,000, 
followed by Tolpam Khuris 
Sports and Cultural Club, Di-
carpali, Navelim, which won 
second prize of Rs 35,000. Crea-
tive Boys of Fonsa Baatt, Vaddy, 
Merces, bagged third prize of Rs 

30,000, while Zone 9 of Sarzo-
ra, Chinchinim, Salcete, won 
fourth prize of Rs 25,000. The 
fifth prize of Rs 20,000 went 
to ‘The Nativity Crew’ of Holy 
Spirit Church, Fatorda–Mar-
gao. Five consolation prizes of 
Rs 15,000 each were awarded to 
Holy Cross Boys, Khamamol–
Curchorem; Cross Boys of Car-
mona; St Joseph Parish Youth, 
Dramapur; Holy Cross Univer-
sal Group, Usgao Khandepar; 
and Parish Youth of St Anne 
Church, Agonda, Canacona.

won the first prize of Rs 25,000. 
Minguel Fernandes and Sons of 
St Cruz, Ponda, secured second 
prize of Rs 20,000, while Rich-
ard C Caldeira of Santa Cruz, 
Ponda, won third prize of Rs 
15,000. The fourth prize of Rs 
12,000 went to Amroy Viegas of 
Taleigao, and the fifth prize of 
Rs 10,000 was won by Ladisau A 
Roncon of Campal, Panaji. Five 
consolation prizes of Rs 7,000 
each were awarded to Darric 
Dias, Sanio Jovin Noronha, Alex 
Silveira, Xavier Fernandes and 
Duane Angelo Pereira. The date 
of the prize distribution ceremo-
ny will be announced later. 

Mandopa Boys clinch top spot 
at State crib competition 2025
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VALPOI 
Unhappy over subsidies pend-
ing for four months, dairy 
farmers from Sattari taluka 
have threatened to launch an 
agitation if the government 
fails to release subsidies at the 
earliest.

The dairy farmers supply 
milk to various dairy cooper-
atives and are entitled to re-
ceive a subsidy under the gov-
ernment’s scheme.

However, aggrieved farm-
ers said they have not re-
ceived the subsidies for the 
past four months, causing 
them financial hardship. They 
added that despite repeated 
requests, the government has 
failed to release the subsidies.

Voicing their frustration 
and disappointment over the 
non-payment of subsidies, 
the farmers said it is difficult 
for them to sustain their live-
lihood without the support of 
the government. They have 
demanded that the govern-
ment takes immediate action 
to release the pending sub-
sidies and ensure that dairy 
farmers are able to continue 
their livelihood without any 
difficulties. The dairy farmers 
have also warned that if the 
subsidies are not released im-
mediately, they will be com-

pelled to launch an agitation.
Incidentally, dairy farmers 

from Bicholim taluka are also 
aggrieved over pending subsi-
dies and have also threatened 
to agitate in the matter.

The dairy farmers in Satta-
ri are likely to join hands with 
their counterparts in Bicholim 
in the agitation, if the issue is 
not resolved soon. Dairy farm-
ers in Bicholim taluka claimed 
they have not received subsi-
dies for the past eight months.

While demanding that the 
government also increase the 
milk procurement price and 
provide a subsidy to support 
their livelihood, dairy farmers 
in Bicholim taluka have also 
requested the government 
to provide relief measures to 
help them cope with the rising 
costs of production.

Sattari dairy farmers 
threaten agitation over 
pending subsidies
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BELAGAVI
Stating that they have to de-
pend on Goa airport even for 
the domestic air travel, Belaga-
vi’s trading community has 
raised serious concerns over the 
rapid decline in air connectivity 
from Belagavi city.

The traders have warned that 
the contraction could under-
mine economic growth, inves-
tor confidence, and the region’s 
Smart City ambitions.

Centrally located from Goa 
and Maharashtra, many travel-
lers from both the areas of Ma-
harashtra and Goa use Belgavi 
airport for their domestic trav-
els. 

In a detailed representation 
submitted on Friday, Belagavi 
Cloth Merchants Association 
(BCMA) and the Traders Forum 
urged the Airports Authority of 
India (AAI) to urgently inter-
vene and restore suspended 
passenger air services from Be-
lagavi.

The memorandum, ad-
dressed to the Chief Airport 
Director, highlights Belagavi’s 
strategic importance as Karna-

taka’s second capital, home to 
the Suvarna Vidhana Soudha, 
multiple courts, divisional offic-
es, and key defence institutions.

The city also serves as a ma-
jor textile, silk, yarn, and saree 
trading hub, attracting buyers 
and business delegations from 
across India and abroad.

“Under the Government of 
India’s UDAN scheme, Belagavi 
once enjoyed one of the highest 
numbers of sanctioned routes 
in the country. At its peak, the 
city was directly connected 
to 15 destinations, including 
Mumbai, Pune, Surat, Nagpur, 
Indore, Jodhpur, and Tirupati,” 
said BCMA President and noted 
entrepreneur Satish Tendulkar. 

“Now, the frequency has 
been reduced to only five desti-
nations, due to which we have 
to travel via Goa for domestic air 
travels.”

Passenger data presented by 
the traders’ bodies underscores 
strong demand. Annual footfall 
rose steadily after the pandem-
ic, peaking at over 3.47 lakh 
passengers in 2024, dispelling 
perceptions of poor commercial 
viability.

However, the current scenar-

io has triggered alarm within 
Belagavi’s trading community.

On January 1, only five desti-
nations were visible on booking 
systems, with services expected 
to shrink further to just three—
Delhi, Bengaluru, and Hydera-
bad—by mid-January.

This downsizing comes even 
as a new terminal building is 
under construction, backed by 
land acquisition and public ex-
pectations of improved connec-
tivity.

The traders warned that such 
regression sends a negative sig-
nal to industries, educational 
institutions, and investors who 
depend on fast and reliable air 
travel. They called for imme-
diate restoration of previously 
operational routes and closer 
coordination between airlines, 
the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
and AAI to ensure that infra-
structure expansion translates 
into real connectivity gains.

Describing air services as 
a “basic economic enabler,” 
the BCMA and Traders Forum 
stressed that sustained flight 
connectivity is essential for Be-
lagavi’s long-term competitive-
ness and regional development.

Belagavi’s traders concerned 
over decline in air connectivity
Claim they have to depend on Goa airports

Tension at mamlatdar’s office  
over Corlim temple dispute
PANAJI: Tension flared at the Tiswadi Mamlatdar’s office on Friday 
after one group marched there over a tussle with a rival group 
related to control and access to a temple in Corlim, Old Goa.
The dispute, simmering for months, pits the Jalmis against the 
‘Nav Hindus’, a group of reconverted Hindus. The flashpoint 
came when one faction alleged that officials had handed over the 
temple keys to the other side without proper consultation.
Members of the aggrieved group marched to the Mamlatdar’s 
office in Panaji, demanding immediate action, accusing their ri-
vals of opening the temple “illegally” and bypassing established 
procedures. The protestors insisted that the administration clarify 
its stand and ensure fair handling of the matter.
Officials attempted to defuse the situation as tempers rose, with 
both sides pressing their claims to temple access and manage-
ment rights. Police presence was stepped up to prevent escala-
tion.The Corlim temple dispute has been a source of recurring 
friction, reflecting deeper divisions over religious authority and 
community representation. 

ASTURI 2026 to begin in Panaji from today
PANAJI: The GCCI Women’s Wing will hold a two-day exhibition 
ASTURI 2026 on January 3 and 4 at the Azad Maidan in Panaji. 
The exhibition, powered by GSRLM DRDA, will be inaugurated at 
the hands of noted actress from Goa Varsha Usgaonkar, in the 
presence of Rohit Monserrate, Mayor of CCP, Premraj Shirodkar, 
director – RD & GSRLM and Pratima Dhond, GCCI president.
 One of the most anticipated annual events, the exhibition 
provides a vibrant platform for entrepreneurs to showcase and 
promote a diverse range of products. It will bring together local 
entrepreneurs as well as participants from neighbouring States, 
celebrating the spirit of entrepreneurship and innovation. The exhi-
bition will be open to the public from 10 am to 8 pm on both days. 

‘Har Ghar Purohi’ concept initiated 
by Tapobhumi, classes start
PANAJI: Shree Datta Padmanabh Peeth, Tapobhumi’s Sant Samaj 
Ponda launched Purohit Varg programme at Kone Priol-Mardol 
Ponda at Leelavati Chandrakant Satarkar’s residence under 
the leadership of Tulshidas Gaude. The programme that will be 
initiated through Guru Peeth came with a message that each 
person has the right to conduct puja-archa. An invitation for the 
Goa Spiritual Festival 2026 was given to all on the occasion. The 
event was attended by Devanand Satarkar, Adv Krantika Gaude, 
Harishchandra Gaude, Upadhyay Dipak Kedar, Anisha Satarker, 
Namrata Parulekar and Isha Bhamaikar. Upadyaya Dipak Kedar 
guided on religion and culture. 

YUVA Panaji celebrates 13th Founders’ Day
PANAJI: YUVA Panaji marked its 
13th Founders’ Day 2025 by organ-
ising its annual All-Goa dance and 
fancy dress competitions, drawing 
an encouraging response from 
over 200 participants across age 
groups.
In the dance competition, the Up to 
KG2 category saw Nurvi Kandol-
kar secure first place, followed by 
Ashraya Kalekar and Nitya Parab. In 
the I–IV category, Soumya Naik won 
first prize, Savra Gawde second and Sarvi Naik third. In the V–IX 
category, Arunika Sanglekar stood first, Aarohi Naik second and 
Rudraj Naik third. In the fancy dress competition, the Up to three 
years category winners were Riansh Wagle (first), Sarthak Naik 
(second) and Mayank Bandekar (third). In the Up to KG2 category, 
Nurvi Khadolkar won first place, followed by Kiyansh Rajdeep 
Naik and Prem Sutar. In the I–IV category, Kiyan Naik stood first, 
Aaradhya Kadam second and Durvi Shetgaonkar third. In the V–
IX category, Mishti Sawant secured first place, Tanushree Wadikar 
second and Deetya Shirwaikar third. The ‘Rockstar Award 2025’ 
was presented to Rudraj Naik. Founder Raghuvir Mahale high-
lighted the record participation, while prizes were distributed by 
YUVA president Shashank Sukhthankar along with Diksha Shetye 
Panvelkar, Shripat Mauzo, Vaman Sakhalkar, Akhil Prabhu Verl-
ekar and Sarvesh Shetye. Judges included Anand Khadeparkar, 
Nidhi Raikar, Saish Nipanikar, Ashish Ngavekar and Hemchandra 
Tari. YUVA Panaji will host ‘Jeshth Anandotsav 2026’ for senior 
citizens on February 1, 2026. 

Blood donation drives held in Bicholim taluka

PANAJI: Blood donation drives were organised across Bicholim 
taluka in collaboration with Goa Medical College, drawing enthu-
siastic participation. The camps were held at Amona, Sanquelim 
and Bicholim, collectively contributing around 150 units of blood.
The initiative formed part of a community health programme 
aimed at strengthening voluntary blood donation and addressing 
critical healthcare needs conducted under Project ‘Aarogya’ and 
the ‘Raktadaan Abhiyaan’ initiative of Vedanta Sesa Goa. Volun-
teers from diverse backgrounds participated in the camps, which 
also served as a platform to raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and 
the importance of regular blood donation. 
Beyond blood donation, the camps also focused on health edu-
cation. 

GTDC launches calendar and diary for 2026

PANAJI: The Goa Tourism Development Corporation (GTDC) 
launched its Calendar and Diary for the year 2026 at a function held 
at Paryatan Bhavan in the presence of senior officials of the Corpo-
ration.The Calendar and Diary were unveiled by Chairman, GTDC, 
Shri Kedar J Naik; General Manager (Marketing), GTDC, Gavin 
Dias; and Deputy General Manager (Marketing), GTDC, Deepak 
Narvekar. Also present were Deputy General Manager (Admin-
istration) Sandeep Gawas, Deputy General Manager (Finance) 
Kundan Naik, Senior Managers Vishesh Naik, Pravin Phaldesai 
and Prasad Kavlekar, along with other GTDC officials. The pro-
gramme was compered by Deepak Narvekar.
Addressing the gathering, Kedar J Naik said the New Year symbol-
ises fresh hopes and resolutions, noting that calendars and dia-
ries continue to play an important role in daily life. He informed 
that GTDC has reintroduced the calendar and diary after a gap of 
ten years, with the objective of taking them house to house and 
showcasing Goa’s hinterlands and tourism destinations beyond 
the traditional circuits. He encouraged the GTDC team to continue 
working with dedication to strengthen tourism outreach.
Managing Director, GTDC, Kuldeep Arolkar said the Calendar and 
Diary are effective branding tools that promote Goa’s diverse tour-
ism experiences across the State. General Manager, GTDC, Gavin 
Dias stated that the initiative aims to highlight hinterland tourism, 
new tourism services and offer meaningful takeaways to visitors. 
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PANAJI
The Catholic Association of 
Goa (CAG) has condemned 
the recent attacks on 
Christians during Christmas 
celebrations in parts of the 
country and demanded 
strict action against those 
responsible.

Led by its president Cyril 
Fernandes, office bearers 
of the association met 
Governor Ashok Gajapathi 
Raju on Friday and 
submitted a memorandum 
highlighting the 
community’s concerns. The 
association also requested 
that the memorandum be 
forwarded to the President 
of India.

Fernandes told the media 
later that the community 
has urged the President to 
seek a detailed report from 
the Prime Minister and the 
Union Home Minister on the 
incidents. 

“The President is the 
constitutional head of the 
country. This matter falls 
within her jurisdiction,” he 
stated.

The memorandum 
stressed that Christians 
have always contributed to 
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Goa recorded significant pro-
gress in its digital and tech-
nology ecosystem in 2025, 
with the Department of In-
formation Technology, Elec-
tronics and Communications 
(DITE&C) driving initiatives 
across connectivity, e-govern-
ance, infrastructure develop-
ment and skilling.

The State expanded its free 
public Wi-Fi network to 135 
hotspots across key public 
spaces during the year. In par-
allel, the rollout of 4G and 5G 
towers gathered pace, improv-
ing internet speed and relia-
bility. High-speed connectiv-
ity was further strengthened 
through the Goa Broadband 
Network, which extended 
broadband services to 1,492 
government offices.

In the area of e-governance, 

the GoaOnline portal, offering 
265 services across 41 depart-
ments, recorded over 11 lakh 
digital interactions, indicat-
ing increased adoption of 
online government services. 
The Gramin Mitra Yojana, im-
plemented through Common 
Service Centres, helped deliv-
er digital services to rural and 
remote areas.

Skilling initiatives formed 
a major component of the 
State’s digital agenda. The Goa 
AI Mission 2027 was launched 
with a focus on skilling, start-
ups and companies, capital, 
and infrastructure. As part 
of the mission, an AI for Gov-

ernance programme was con-
ducted in August in collabo-
ration with IndiaAI Mission, 
Google and the World Bank 
to familiarise government of-
ficials with the use of artificial 
intelligence in governance and 
service delivery.

Digital literacy pro-
grammes were also expand-
ed, including the Mahila Dig-
ital Shashaktikaran Scheme 
aimed at empowering women 
through computer education. 
Under the Free Laptop Distri-
bution Scheme, laptops were 
distributed to 111 meritorious 
SC and ST students during the 
2024–25 academic year.

Connectivity, skilling and startups
drive Goa’s tech push in 2025

FROM PAGE 1 >> 
Study warns of heavy metals  
in fish off Caranzalem beach
to marine organisms. 
Human health risk assessment carried out as 
part of the study revealed worrying trends. The 
Target Hazard Quotient (THQ) was found to be 
greater than 1 for iron, indicating a potential 
non-carcinogenic health risk. Moreover, the 
Hazard Index (HI) exceeded 1 for all the studied 
fish species, suggesting a possible cumula-
tive health risk from long-term consumption 
of contaminated fish. “Target Hazard Quotient 
(THQ) greater than 1 for Fe and Hazard Index 
(HI) greater than 1 for all species suggested a 
possibility of metal toxicity to humans upon 
consumption,” it said. GROUP CATEGORY
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�� First prize: Armstrong P de Menzes
�� Second prize: Minguel Fernandes and sons
�� Third prize: Richard C Caldeira
�� Fourth prize: Amroy Viegas
�� Fifth prize: Ladisau A Roncon

Members of the Catholic Association of Goa at the Lok 
Bhavan on Friday.

the nation’s progress and 
should not be treated as 
second-class citizens. 

“No one should doubt 
our patriotism. The 
Constitution guarantees us  
equal rights,” Fernandes 
said.

He added that 
Christianity, like all 
religions, teaches peace. 

“If there are objections 
to our faith, they should be 
voiced openly. But no one 
has the right to take the law 
into their own hands,” he 
said.

The association 
warned that unchecked 
attacks could harm the 
country’s unity and 
economy. It called on the 
government to impose strict  
sanctions on perpetrators 
and ensure such incidents 
do not recur in Goa or 
elsewhere.

The meeting with the 
Governor marks the 
first formal step by the 
association to escalate 
the issue at the highest 
constitutional level. 
CAG leaders said they 
would continue to press 
for accountability and 
protection of minority 
rights.

Dairy farmers from Sattari 
taluka have warned of an 
agitation over government 
milk subsidies pending 
for four months, saying 
the delay has caused 
financial hardship. Farmers 
supplying cooperatives 
demand immediate release 
of dues, failing which they 
plan to join aggrieved 
Bicholim farmers facing 
longer delays

KEY DEMANDS
�� The Catholic Association of Goa (CAG) condemned 

attacks on Christians during Christmas celebrations and 
demanded strict punitive action against those responsible

�� Led by president Cyril Fernandes, CAG office bearers met 
Governor Ashok Gajapathi Raju and submitted a memoran-
dum, requesting it be forwarded to the President of India

�� The association urged the President to seek a detailed re-
port from the Prime Minister and the Union Home Minister 
on the incidents

�� CAG stressed constitutional equality, warned that 
unchecked attacks could harm national unity and the 
economy, and sought assurance that such incidents would 
not recur

In the Individual/Household 
category, Armstrong P de Men-
zes of Aquem Baixo, Navelim, 


