Goa University

D.D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and Behavioral Studies

Social Work Programme

Report on Reflect, Celebrate, Inspire: Camp Concluding Ceremony

1. Title of the Event Reflect, Celebrate, Inspire: Camp Concluding Ceremony
2. Date and Time 22nd February 2025 | 5:30 PM — 8:30 PM
3. Mode of Conduct Physical

4. School / Directorate/ D. D. Kosambi School of Social Sciences and
Section Behavioural Studies (DDKSSSBS), Goa University

5. Collaborating Agency | Not Applicable

6. Detail of the Resource Sanjay Gaunkar alias Tawadkar is a dedicated educator,
Person (Brief biodata) writer, and tribal researcher from Amone, Poinguinim,
Canacona. With an MA in Marathi and an MA in
Journalism, he has worked as a Sub Editor for prominent
newspapers such as Daily Goadoot and Daily
Tarunbharat. Currently, he serves as an Assistant Teacher
at Balram Residential High School in Amone. Tawadkar
is deeply passionate about tribal literature and folklore,
with two published books to his name: *hUTeh [T

dB1T JHTS* and *@IE‘E,TR* He has written over 300

articles on tribal communities, which have been




published in various newspapers. In addition to his
professional contributions, he is actively involved in
social activities that promote cultural preservation and
community development.

7. Number of Faculty
attended/participated

6

8. Number of Student
Attended / Participated

13

9. No. of external
students/faculty/other
participants

10. Objectives of the
Event

e To reflect on the journey and experiences of
Rural Camp 2025.

e To honor and appreciate contributions made by
students, faculty, and stakeholders.

e To celebrate cultural diversity through tribal
performances and storytelling.

11. Description of the
Event

The concluding ceremony was a heartfelt culmination of
Rural Camp 2025, drawing together students, faculty, and
community members for an evening of reflection,
celebration, and inspiration. The event began with a
warm welcome and an introductory address by Mr. Keval
Naik, who highlighted the transformative journey of the
past ten days. Faculty and community leaders then shared
their insights on the significance of experiential learning
and the impact of immersive community engagement.

A major highlight of the evening was the expanded Polli
Samelan — Gudulo segment. "Polli Samelan"—a term
that signifies a folk congregation—served as the cultural
centerpiece of the ceremony. In this immersive
performance, local tribal groups brought to life the
traditional dances of Gavun Kanni and Ganni,
captivating the audience with their vibrant costumes,
rhythmic movements, and soulful expressions. The
performance was enriched by the use of traditional
musical instruments such as the ghumot and dhol, which
added an authentic auditory backdrop that echoed the




deep cultural roots of the region.

Shri Sanjay Tawadkar, a renowned expert in tribal
folklore, led an interactive session during the Polli
Samelan. He elaborated on the historical significance and
symbolic meaning of each performance, explaining how
these traditional forms of expression have preserved and
conveyed the values, myths, and everyday realities of
Goa’s indigenous communities over generations. His
session was designed not only as a presentation but as an
engaging dialogue, inviting questions and reflections
from the audience. This expanded segment of Polli
Samelan provided a rich educational experience,
deepening participants’ appreciation of the region’s
indigenous heritage and the role of folk arts in sustaining
community identity.

Following the cultural performances, the ceremony
transitioned into a reflective phase where participants
shared personal insights, stories of growth, and the
challenges overcome during the camp. The evening
concluded with the distribution of mementos and a
collective expression of gratitude, reinforcing the bonds
forged between the university and the local community.

12. Benefit/Key Outcomes
of the Event

e Cultural Enrichment: The expanded Polli
Samelan deepened the understanding of Goa’s
tribal heritage and provided a platform for
traditional arts to flourish.

e Reflective Learning: The ceremony allowed for a
meaningful reflection on the lessons learned and
the transformative experiences of the camp.

e Community Bonding: Shared cultural
performances and interactive discussions fostered
stronger ties between students, faculty, and
community members.

e Inspiration for Future Engagement: The event
inspired ongoing commitment to social change and
cultural preservation, encouraging participants to
integrate these experiences into their professional
and personal lives.




13. Enclosures with e Copy of Event Poster
report e Photos
e Attendance Sheet
\
Mr. Keval Naik / / A

Assistant Professor (Social Work)

Date: 24" February 2025

D. D K\sam School of Social Sciences
and Behavioural Stklglcs
D. D: Kosambi School of Social Sciences

& Behavioural Studies
Goa University
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SOCIAL WORK PROGRAMME RURAI_ CAMP 2025

D. D. Kosambi School
of Social Sciences and Behavioural Studies From Classroom to Community:

Goa University Empowering Change Together

Tales of Tradition:
Exploring Tribal Folklore

Discover the rich oral traditions, myths, and
storytelling practices of tribal communities, preserving
heritage and cultural wisdom.

Mr. Sanjay Tawadkar
Teacher, Shree Balram Residential High School

230 22nd February 2025 | 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm

@ Multipurpose Cyclone Shelter, Nagarcem

Prof. Ganesha Somayaji Ms. Prachi Prabhu Mr. Keval Naik
Dean, DDKSSSBS PD, SWP Faculty Coordinator
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