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Goa University 

Career Counselling Cell (CCC) 
Under  

Directorate of Student Placement & Alumni Relations   
in Collaboration with  

Microbiology, School of Biological Sciences & Biotechnology (SBSB) 

Report on “Malaria Research: Challenges, Breakthroughs  

& Future Directions” 

1. Title of the 

Event/Activity/progra

m 

Malaria Research: Challenges, Breakthroughs & Future Directions 

2. Date and Time  19-08-2025 

3. Mode of conduct 

(Physical/Online) 

Physical (Offline) 

4. School/ Directorate/ 

Section 

Career Counselling Cell (CCC) under the Directorate of Student 

Placement & Alumni Relations, in Collaboration with  

Microbiology Discipline, School of Biological Sciences & 

Biotechnology (SBSB) 

5. Collaborating 

Agency/School/Directo

rate/Research 

Institutes/Industries 

1. National Institute of Malaria Research (NIMR), Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR), Panjim, Goa 

2. Microbiology Discipline, School of Biological Sciences & 

Biotechnology (SBSB) 

6. Detail of the 

Resource Persons 

(Brief biodata) 

Shri Abhishek Govekar, Research Assistant, National Institute of 

Malaria Research (NIMR), Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR), Panjim, Goa 

7. Number of Faculty 

attended/participated 

05 faculty 

8. Number of Student 

attended / participated 

70 [43 Microbiology, 21 Biotechnology, & 6 SEOAS]  

9. No. of external 

students/faculty/other 

participants 

03 
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10. The objectives of 

the Program/ activity/ 

event 

1. To connect students with alumni who share real-world career 

experiences, enabling informed and confident decision-making 

regarding their career paths. 

2. To provide students with clear insights into career opportunities and 

skill requirements in government and private sectors, with a special 

focus on malaria . 

3. To bridge the gap between academic learning and industry demands by 

offering practical advice, motivation, and guidance through alumni-led 

counselling sessions. 

4. To inspire students by showcasing professional achievements of 

distinguished alumni in forensic science, encouraging them to pursue 

meaningful careers in scientific research, law enforcement, and public 

service. 

5. To equip students with networking skills, competitive exam strategies, 

and industry-relevant skill development, fostering holistic career 

preparation. 

11. Description of the 

Program/activity/even

t 

➢ A lecture on “Malaria Research: Challenges, Breakthroughs & 

Future Directions” was organized by Career Counselling Cell 

(CCC) under the Directorate of Student Placement & Alumni 

Relations, in Collaboration with Microbiology Discipline, School 

of Biological Sciences & Biotechnology (SBSB), Goa University 

on 19th August, 2025. 

➢ The session commenced on 19th August 2025 at 10:30 AM. The 

Chief Guest, Shri Adarsh Shettigar, Scientific Officer (Biology 

& Serology), Goa State Forensic Science Laboratory, Goa Police, 

Government of Goa, was introduced by Dr. Bhakti Salgaonkar, 

Assistant Professor of Microbiology, SBSB, and a member of the 

CCC, DSPAR. 

➢ A total of 78 participants attended the event, including 5 faculty 

members and 70 students. The student participants represented a 

range of disciplines, with 43 from Microbiology, 21 from 

Biotechnology and 6 from the School of Earth, Ocean and 

Atmospheric Sciences (SEOAS). There were also 2 faculty 

members from outside the university. 

➢ Shri Abhishek Govekar presented an insightful lecture focusing 

on the global health challenge of malaria, tracing its historical 

burden and highlighting recent scientific breakthroughs that 

have shaped modern approaches to its control and treatment.  

➢ He emphasized the critical role of microbiology and molecular 

biology in malaria research, showcasing how advanced tools in 

genomics, diagnostics, and vaccine development are driving 

progress. 

➢ The talk covered essential aspects of malaria research, including 

challenges in vector control, drug resistance, and the socio-

economic factors that complicate eradication efforts.  

➢ Drawing from his experience at NIMR, Shri Govekar shared 

real-world examples of field and laboratory work, giving 

students a deeper understanding of how research directly 

contributes to public health policies and interventions. 
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➢ In addition to scientific insights, he motivated students to 

explore careers in biomedical research, public health, and allied 

sciences. He encouraged them to consider research opportunities 

at national institutes and to prepare for competitive examinations 

that open pathways into public service and scientific research 

organizations. 

➢ The student’s interest was well reflected during their interactive 

session with the resource person of the event, Shri Abhishek 

Govekar, Research Assistant, National Institute of Malaria 

Research (NIMR), Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), 

Panjim, Goa. 

➢ The program concluded with a vote of thanks proposed by Dr. 

Lakshangy Charya, Programme Director of Microbiology 

discipline, SBSB. The session was compered by Mr. Marlon 

Cardozo, JRF at Microbiology, SBSB. 

12. Benefit/Key 

outcomes of the 

Program/activity/even

t 

1. Informed Career Decision-Making: Students will gain clarity about 

various career options and make informed choices aligned with their 

interests, strengths, and long-term goals. 

2. Enhanced Awareness of Career Pathways: Exposure to diverse 

opportunities in both government and private sectors, especially within 

forensic science and allied fields, will help students explore non-

traditional and emerging career paths. 

3. Bridging the Academia-Industry Gap: Practical insights from alumni 

will help students understand current industry expectations, enabling 

them to align their academic pursuits with real-world demands. 

4. Inspiration and Motivation: Alumni success stories will motivate 

students to aim higher and pursue careers in research, public service, 

law enforcement, and other scientific domains with greater confidence 

and purpose. 

5. Skill Development and Exam Readiness: Students will benefit from 

actionable guidance on competitive exam preparation, resume building, 

interview techniques, and key technical and soft skills required for 

career success. 

6. Improved Networking and Professional Engagement: Through 

direct interaction with alumni, students will develop early networking 

skills and begin to establish professional connections that can support 

their future growth. 

7. Increased Employability and Career Readiness: Holistic exposure to 

real-world scenarios, industry practices, and personal growth strategies 

will enhance students’ employability and readiness for future 

challenges. 

13. Enclosures with 

report 

1. Brochure 

2. Programme schedule  

3. Geo-tag photos 

4. Attendance of the participants 

5. Letter of Invitation 

6. Letter of Appreciation  
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Brochure 

Introduction to the Resource person by 

Dr. Bhakti Salgaonkar, Coordinator of the event  

 
Group Picture 
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Welcoming the Resource person  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session Introduction by Dr. Lakshangy Charya 

(Programme Director, Microbiology) 

Resource Person Shri. Abhishek Govekar 

Delivering the lecture 

Resource Person Shri. Abhishek Govekar 

Delivering the lecture  

Resource Person Shri. Abhishek Govekar 

Delivering the lecture 

Resource Person Shri. Abhishek Govekar 

Delivering the lecture  
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Interactive session with the participants 

Programme Director, presenting Token of 

Appreciation to the Resource Person Shri. 

Abhishek Govekar 

 
Group Picture of the Event 
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Letter of Invitation 

Letter of Appreciation  
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