
 

Goa University 

Directorate of Visiting Research Professor Programme  

Report on Workshop and Public Performance 

1. Title of the Event/Activity/program Śārṅgadēva Prasanga Workshop & 

Public Performance 

2. Date and Time  19th March 2025 

10:00 am to 6:30 pm 

3. Mode of conduct (Physical/Online) Physical  

 

4. School/ Directorate/ Section Directorate of Visiting Research 

Professor Programme 

 

5. Detail of the Resource Person (Brief 

biodata) 

 Enclosed  

 

 

6. Number of Faculty 

attended/participated 

3 

7. Number of Student attended / 

participated 

5 

8. No. of external students/faculty/other 

participants 

35 

9. The objectives of the 

Program/activity/event 

About Śārńgadēva  

Śārńgadēva was one of the most 

important granthakaars of the 13 who 

wrote the monumental text Sangita 

Ratnakara which practitioners of all 

present day classical and folks form 



regard as a definitive text. The chapters 

of Sangita Ratnakara cover a wide range 

of subjects from music, raag, taal, 

vaadya, dance, to metres, human 

anatomy, physiology, poetry, 

philosophy and psychology. A text true 

to today’s discourses around “inter-

disciplinary”, it has scope for deeper 

research and collaboration with 

performing arts practice.  

 

Objectives 

1. Aimed at bringing the synergy 

between theory and practice, past and 

present, heritage and new creativity.  

2. Presenting research on the granth with 

applicability in performance  

3. Immersive learning experience for 

participants – artists, students and art 

lovers  

4. Engaging and guiding participants to 

take up newer directions of research in 

Indian music and dance 

10. Description of the 

Program/activity/event 

Śārṅgadēva Prasanga 

Workshop & Public performance  

 

Presented by Nana Shirgoankar Chair 

for Indian Music Directorate of Visiting 

Research Programme (VRPP), GOA 

UNIVERSITY and Mahagami Arts 

Research Foundation jointly in 

collaboration with Directorate of Art 

and Culture, Govt. of Goa 

 

A unique event comprising Workshop 

and Public performance was organised 



with an aim to create an enriching 

dialogue along research and innovation 

in Performing Arts. The event included 

illuminating talks and presentations in 

the morning session on Śārṅgadēva’s 

Sangeet Ratnakar connecting theory 

with the performing aspects of dance 

and music. The second session included 

Kathak and Odissi dance performances 

by Mahagami Vrind - a group of 

classical dancers from Mahagami, 

Aurangabad (Chhatrapati Sambhaji 

Nagar). The program was designed by 

noted dance artist Parwati Dutta who is 

also holding the Nana Shirgoankar 

Chair for Indian Music at Goa 

University. Convened by Dr Prakash S. 

Parienkar, Director, VRPP, this event 

involved participation by eminent 

scholars like Smt Manjari Sinha (author) 

from Delhi and Dr. Karuna Vijayendra 

(Dance Historian) from Bangalore. 

 

The event is free for all art lovers, 

students and artists.  

 

Program Outline: 

10 am - 1 pm 

Parwati Dutta | Kathak & Odissi artist 

| Nana Shirgaonkar Chair 

Śārṅgadeva’s Lāsyānga & Ghargharā in 

Kathak & Odissi technique  

 

Karuna Vijayendra | Dance Historian 

Āngika Abhinaya of Sangeet Ratnakar : 

A Desi Exploration 

 



Manjari Sinha | Eminent Music & 

dance scholar Musical vision and 

concepts in Sangeet Ratnakar  

 

4 - 6.30 pm 

Dance Performance 

Rūpasañcār | Odissi Dance 

Performance by Mahagami Vrind  

 

Dhrupadāngi | Kathak Dance 

Performance by Mahagami Vrind 

disciples of Parwati Dutta 

11. Benefit/Key outcomes of the 

Program/activity/event 

1. Encouraged the spirit of research, 

new pathways of artistic innovation and 

interdisciplinary initiatives  

2. Initiated Research pathways with 

ancient medieval texts  

3. Research-led dance performances of 

Kathak and Odissi enriched the 

participants about heritage, traditions 

and ancient styles  

4. Generated newer possibilities of 

creative laboratory work  

12. Enclosures with report Photos, Attendance of participants, Bio-

Data of resource person. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



Bio Data 

Guru Parwati Dutta is an esteemed Indian classical dancer, choreographer, 

and educator, specializing in Kathak and Odissi dance forms. As the director of 

Mahagami Gurukul in Aurangabad, she has played a pivotal role in the 

preservation and dissemination of traditional Indian dance. With a career 

spanning several decades, she has garnered acclaim for her innovative approach 

that blends classical techniques with contemporary sensibilities, making the art 

form accessible and engaging for modern audiences. 

Dutta's journey in dance began at a young age, and she trained under some of the 

most respected gurus in the field. Her performances are characterized by technical 

precision, expressive storytelling, and a deep understanding of the cultural and 

historical contexts of the dances she performs. She has received numerous awards 

and accolades for her contributions to the arts, including national and 

international recognition. 

At Mahagami Gurukul, she mentors a new generation of dancers, offering them 

rigorous training and opportunities to perform. Her workshops and immersive 

programs are highly sought after, providing participants with comprehensive 

training, personalized feedback, and insights into the rich traditions of Indian 

classical dance. Through her work as a performer, teacher, and choreographer, 

Parwati Dutta continues to inspire and elevate the world of classical dance. 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Karuna Vijayendra is a renowned dance historian, Bharatanatyam 

dancer, and ancient sculpturist with over two decades of dedicated work in the 

field of Indian classical dance and cultural heritage. She holds a Ph.D. in Dance 

History from Kannada University, Hampi, where her interdisciplinary research 

focused on decoding classical dance traditions in relation to ancient Indian temple 

sculptures. Her work seamlessly bridges performance, history, and sculpture, 

offering rich insights into the continuity of India’s cultural legacy. 

Dr. Vijayendra has published more than 80 research papers and authored three 

significant books that delve into the nuances of dance, aesthetics, and sculptural 

symbolism. She was the technical editor of the acclaimed book Neo Desi 

Karanas: A Sequential Link, which unravels an 800-year-old Karnataka dance 

tradition by interpreting the connection between textual sources and sculptural 

representations. Her academic rigor has established her as an authority in the field 

of traditional Indian performing arts. 

Professionally, Dr. Vijayendra has served as a Research Fellow and Project 

Associate at the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), under the 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India. She has also held academic positions 

as Chair and Head of the Department of Bharatanatyam at Aria University, 

California, and currently serves as the Dean of the Division of Yoga & 

Humanities at S-VYASA University. For over 13 years, she has been a visiting 

faculty member at prestigious institutions like the National Institute of Design & 

Technology, P.E.S University, and Amrita University, offering courses in 

aesthetics, art appreciation, and cultural studies. Dr. Vijayendra’s expertise lies 

in Bharatanatyam, ancient temple architecture, iconography, and Indian 

aesthetics.  

 



Smt. Manjari Sinha is a distinguished music and dance critic with an 

exceptional command over Indian classical arts, especially ancient music and 

granthas (classical texts). With academic training in both Sanskrit and Music, she 

holds dual Master’s degrees, which enrich her understanding of the theoretical, 

historical, and philosophical dimensions of Indian performing arts. Her 

knowledge is not merely academic—she has trained practically in vocal music, 

tabla, sitar, and Kathak dance, giving her a well-rounded grasp of the artistic and 

technical nuances of each form. 

Her expertise is widely recognized in the field of music journalism and criticism. 

Smt. Sinha has been contributing regular reviews and essays to leading national 

newspapers and journals, including The Hindu, The Statesman, Jansatta, and 

Dainik Bhaskar. Her columns explore not only performances but also the cultural 

context and aesthetic principles underlying Indian classical music and dance. She 

also reviews music- and dance-related books and recordings, bringing scholarly 

depth and a practitioner’s sensitivity to her critiques.Smt. Sinha has been actively 

involved in the documentation and preservation of India’s intangible heritage 

through her work with classical music granthas and biographies. She was 

commissioned by Roli Books to write the biography of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali 

Khan, one of India’s greatest vocalists, highlighting her role in chronicling the 

lives of legendary figures in Indian music. Her ability to synthesize history, 

performance, and philosophy has made her a valuable voice in Indian cultural 

scholarship. 

Beyond writing, she regularly delivers lectures and participates in seminars on 

musicology, aesthetics, and traditional Indian knowledge systems. With her 

background in Sanskrit texts and ancient treatises, she often engages with 

granthas like the Natya Shastra and Sangeet Ratnakara, interpreting them for 

contemporary audiences and artists. Her contributions continue to inspire a 

deeper appreciation of India’s rich artistic legacy. 
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Attendance Sheet 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



Photos 

Mr. Akash Gaonkar welcoming Guests and all the Participants in his welcome speech 

 

 

Group photo after Lamp Lightning ceremony 



 
Guru Parwati Dutta & Dr. Karuna Vijayendra delivering their talk 

Guru Parwati Dutta felicitated Kathak Artist Ms. Varada Bedekar and her disciples 

Dance demonstration during Guru Parwati Dutta’s talk 



Participants enjoying the dance performances by the disciples of Guru Parwati Dutta 

 
Dance demonstration during the talk of Smt. Manjiri Sinha 

Art & Culture Director Shri. Sagun Velip Felicitating dance artists from Mahagami 

Arts Research Foundation 



Dance performance by artists from Mahagami Arts Research Foundation 

 

Dance performance by artists from Mahagami Arts Research Foundation 




