
Goa University

Shenoi Goembab School of Languages and Literature

Discipline of French and Francophone Studies

Report on TGte-i-TGte with Ari Gautier

1. Title of the Event/Activity/program TCte-d-TOte with Ari Gautier

2.Date and Time 1610212024 from 10:30am to l2:00pm

3. Mode of conduct (Physical/Online) Physical

4. School/ Directorate/ Section Shenoi Goembab School oflanguages and
Literature

5. Collaboratin g Agency/School/Directorate N.A.

6. Detail of the Resource Person (Brief
biodata)

Described as one of the greatest storytellers of
our time by award-winning French writer
Alain Mabanckou, French author/poet Ari
Gautier, born of a Malagasy mother and an

Indian father, spent his childhood in the

former French colony of Pondicherry.
After a few years spent in France, he currently

lives in Oslo.

Ari Gautier is the author of Carnet Secret de

Lakshmi, Le Thinnai and Nocturne

Pondichdry,

three French-language books that creatively
blend several languages including French,

Tamil, Sanskrit, Pondicherry Creole and

English.

Nominated for the prestigious French literary
award Le Prix du Printemps du livre du forum



Ce Saint Louis, the writer has gained

international recognition for his works that

provide insight into the country's history, the

city's multicultural dynamism, the Indian

caste system and the impact of French rule in

Pondicherry.

His works have been translated into Tamil,

English, German, Italian and Norwegian are

studied in several English and French

universities around the world.

His second novel The Thinnai translated into

English by Blake Smith was published in

202lby Hachette India and was acclaimed by

the Indian press.

His first book Lakshmi's Secret Diary

translated into English by Sheela Mahadevan

will be published this summer by the

prestigious Columbia University in the USA.

His collection of short stories entitled

Nocturne Pondich6ry Published bY

L'Harmattanin}l}l is translated into English

and awaiting publication. Ari Gautier is

currently finishing a new collection of short

stories.

7. Nurnber of Faculty attended/participated 09

8. Number of Student attended /
participated

34

9. No. of external students/faculty/other
participants

03

10. The obiectives of the
Program/activity/event

The objective of this workshop was to

introduce the students to the world of Indo

Francophone literature.

11. Description of the
Pro g ra m/activity/even t

The event was in the form of an interaction

between Mr. Ari Gautier and Ms- Kshama

Dharwadkar, Assistant Professor of French.

The questions posed to Mr. Gautier centered

mainly around his novel The Thinnai and

Pondicherry.



12. Benefit/I(ey outcomes of the
P ro gram/activity/even t

The attendees leamt about the scenario of
Francophone literature in India, how the
situation was in India and France while
growing up for the author.

l3.Tnclosures with report Poster, Notice, Geo-tag photos, Attendance of
students/faculty/external participants

S i gnature : Of"r* t.l r'^lfVu\

Name of coordinator: Kshama D. Dharwadkar

Designation: Assistant Professor

Programme Director, B.A. French

Date:16.02.2024

Signature

DeaniDirector/Hea

Seal of the School/Directorate/University
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