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Abstract

The psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud pre-dates all the feminist
thinkers in the discourse of sexuality. Freud uncovers the layers
of sexual dimensions to show how psycho-sexuality always leads
to sexuality. Freud postulates that all human behaviour is driven
by desire, more specifically, the desire for pleasure. It is
interesting as well as important to read Freud along with the
feminist thinkers as the latter takes the nature versus nurture
approach to categorise sex and gender, the former disputes this
binary classification. Freud is of the opinion that the innate
sexual urge in an individual supersedes the emotional and
physiological in shaping one’s gender identity. Being in such
sharp contrast to traditional feminist beliefs, Freud’s theories are
important in exploring alternate possibilities when it comes to
the development of gender and sexual identities. An attempt is
being made in this paper to make a comparative analysis of
Freud’s notion of sexuality with those of feminist thinkers Simone
de Beauvoir, Luce Irigaray, and Judith Butler. It is an attempt to
understand Freud’s conception of sexuality and to see if he has
any contribution to make to the feminist theory.
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