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UGC Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusive Policy (CSSEIP)
D. D. Kosambi School of Social Science and Behavioural Studies, Goa University,

Organised: A Day Long State Level Workshop on “Towards Access to Justice and

Inclusive Development of Marginalized Groups in Goa”.

The UGC Centre for study of social exclusion and inclusive policy, D. D. Kosambi School of
Social Science and Behavioural Studies at Goa University Organized One days a State Level
Workshop on Towards Access to Justice and Inclusive Development of Margihalized Groups
in Goa’ on 1% Feb.2023 from 9.30 am — 1.30 pm, at the Faculty Block B, Goa University.

In the inaugural session, Prof. Ganesha Somayaji, the Dean, D. D. Kosambi School of Social
Science and Behavioural Studies and the coordinator of the CSSEIP, Goa Univessity,
welcome and request to lighting the traditional lamp to Chief Guest, Hon’ble Minister Shri
Subhash Shirodkar, for Water Resource Development, Co-Operation Provedoria, and
Government of Goa and Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Goa University, Senior Professor Harila
Menon was Guest of Honour.

Dr. Joanna Pereira Coelho, Vice Dean Research, D. D. Kosambi School of Social Science
and Behavidural Studies, Goa University, introduced the concept and objective of the
workshop and also highlighted the objectives of the centre and its relevance in Goa.

Senior Professor Harila Menon, Vice-Chancellor of Goa University, in his inaugural address,

has touched upon various aspects of Access to Justice and Inclusive Development of



Marginalized Groups. He said that university has to be a part of the society and it should
work as a catalyst and a link between different parts of society.

Chief Guest, Hon’ble Minister Shri Subhash Shirodkar, in his inaugural address, opined that
the Right to Education has been passed by the Parliament, but it is still far from being a
reality. In Goa, very few marginalized communities have ownership over land or productive
assets. This proves to be a roadblock in decision making and inclusive development. He
proposed to create an environment that encourages research on problem of marginalized
communities. Also, he stressed the importance promotes affirmative action policies such as
agriculture and rural development and encourages dialogue and building links between

marginalized communities leaders and networks and rural development organisations.

First inaugural session was concluded with a formal Vote of Thanks by Dr.Vijay M.Gawas,
Assistant professor, UGC Centre for study of social exclusion and inclusive policy, [J. D.

Kosambi School of Social Science and Behavioural Studies at Goa University.

The second technical session was chaired by Dr. Joanna Pereira Coelho, Vice Dean Research,
D. D. Kosambi School of Social Science and Behavioural Studies, Goa University. Priya
Mishra welcomed and introduced the Guest speakers for the talk. Four papers were presented
in the session. Mr.Arvind Khutkar , Managing Director, Goa State Scheduled Tribes Finance
and Development Corporation Limited, Government of Goa in his presentation on * Plans,

Policies, and Programmes undertaken for the welfare of Tribal Communities in Goa’ has



depicted various schemes for tribal communities implemented by the government

departments for welfare of tribal people in the state of Goa.

Dr.Sonal Sardessai Assistant Professor, V.M. Salgaocar College of law, Miramar - Panjim,
Goa in her presentation on Constitutional and Legal Rights of Empowering Women. The
Resource Persons Dr.Sonal Sardessai spoke on the rights available to woman in India can be
classified into two categories, namely as constitutional rights and legal rights. The
constitutional rights are those which are provided in the various provisions of the
constitution. The legal rights, on the other hand, are those which are provided in the various
laws (acts) of the Parliament and the State Legislatures. She focused on Legal Rights to
Women: The following various legislation’s contained several rights and safeguards for
women: Maternity Benefit Act (1961) regulates the employment of women in certain
establishments for certain period before and after child-birth and provides for maternity
benefit and certain other benefits. She explained the importance of Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act (1971) provides for the termination of certain pregnancies by registered
medical practitioners on humanitarian and medical grounds. Also, She stressed the
importance of Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex
Selection) Act (1994) prohibits sex selection before or after conception and prevents the
misuse of pre-natal diagnostic techniques for sex determination leading to female feticides

and further contributes to expand the scope of social justice for woman in India.



Mr.Taha Haaziq Secretary, Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa
in his presentation on Constitutional and Legal Rights of Persons with Disabilities. He
insisted that Firstly, efforts should be taken to help them to overcome the multiple
deprivations which have been keeping them marginalised. Secondly, to provide them
protection against social exclusion and socio-economic discrimination on the one side and on
the other, encourage these groups’ effective participation in the mainstream of the

governance.

Mr.Upasso Gaonkar President of All India Adiwasi Employees Federation Goa State in his
presentation on Voices of Tribal people of Goa. He shared that the one of the most
marginalized communities in Goa are the tribal communities, who despite special enabling
provisions for them in the Constitution, a legal framework for the implementation of these
provisions and several targeted public policy initiatives, and they have continued to suffer
deprivations of different kinds. Also, he stressed, that the rights guaranteed to the tribal
Population have been grossly violated. The tribal population not only face severe socio-
economic marginalization but also the threat of undermining of their distinctive culture and
identity, which in turn is rooted in their livelihood patterns. He insisted, as a civil society to

have a dialogue with Government regarding effective and inclusive implementation of policy

so that development takes place for tribal community.

The workshop concluded by formulating the lwingAction Points that to find out the gaps
in the implementation of policies and show a report to concerned departments and Prepare a
database of their work intervention of all NGOs/CSOs for sharing with the OBC/ST/SC/PH



Welfare department for their support. The workshop concluded with a formal Vote of Thanks
by Cleodel Quentin Pereira, student of Semester-Il Sociology, Goa University. The
Workshop was open to all the student and the faculty of Goa University. Around more than

200 participant included the media attended the workshop.

L))

(Dr.Vijay M Gawas)

Convenor (Dr. Joanna Pereira Coelho)
Assistant Professor, Coordinator
CSSEIP, D.D.K.S.S.S.B.S Vice Dean Research
Goa University . D.D.K. 8. 8.S.B. 8.

Goa University
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