Study finds traces of gold
in Goa’s iron ore deposits

Findings say gold concentration ranges from 7.71-13 ppm
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“There needs to be fur-
ther research on neglected
auriferous iron ore of Goa,"
the research paper states,
adding thatitis the firstsuch
report on “the detection of
gold from the BHQ (banded
hematite quartzite) and the
BMQ (banded magnetite
quartzite) of Goa’

Mining exploration for
iron ore in Goa began in the
Portuguese era, when the
cash-strapped Portuguese
empire allocated mining
leases to its colonial sub-
jects in Goa for the purpose
of exploration and export.

Several hundred min-
ing leases were allotted to
local residents out of which
nearly 100 were in opera-
tion until 2012, when a Rs
35,000-crore mining scam
led to the first Supreme
Court ban on the industry.
While the ban was lifted
after two vyears, mining

extraction was stopped
once more in 2018, which
led to the second ban on
the industry.

Before the ban however,
excavation and export of
iron ore had shot up from
a mere 4.36 tonne of ore in
1951 to nearly 50 million
tonne in the early 2010s
before the apex court or-
der put an end to indis-
criminate exploration,
which according to the
study, has resulted in the
export of around 880 mil-

wards an excavation and ex-
port strategy, which “com-
pletely overlooked gold
mineralisation”.

“Despite  (being) en-
dowed with chemically
the most diverse and cre-
ative Archean rocks in the
WDC (Western Dharwar
Craton), Goa still lacks an
intensive knowledge based
sustainable mining policy.
There is further scope for
confirmation of gold by
Geological Survey of In-
dia, ITTs and other research

lion tonne of iron ore from institutes of India,” the
Goa to markets in China, studystates.

Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, “There is a lot of scope to
among others. carry out workon the metal-

The scholars in their
study however point out
that both the government
sector as a regulator and
private mining companies
were “lacking in knowledge
of systematic geochem-
ical evaluation” of iron ore
and were only oriented to-

logeny of gold. Biogeo-
chemical cycling of gold
can be studied including
the investigations on occur-
rence of vermiform gold,
phytoform gold, gold from
the alluvial deposits, sed-
iments and laterites,” the
study states.
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