Python rescue on GU campus

On 18th June, 2020, Dr. Nitin Sawant, Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology,
Goa University and Dikansh Parmar (Research Scholar), rescued around 15 eggs of
Pythonmolurus (Indian Rock Python) on the Goa University Campus. After
rescuing the eggs from the gushing waters the team recorded necessary scientific
details and later released the snakes near the site once all the eggs hatched. It is a
non-venomous snake widely distributed all over Goa. A python generally lays 18 to
100 eggs from March to June. The egg size on average is 75mm to 100mm. The
hatchling period is 60 to 90 days. It falls in schedule-I category, as per Wildlife
Protection Act 1972 and given priority for conservation.

Goa University campus is rich with flora and fauna, especially during rains its beauty
increases abundantly. Dr Sawant said that the campus is full of such wildlife and he
emphasised that one should not panic on seeing these species as they are an integral
part of our life. Necessary precautions may be taken to avoid stepping on them. He
also advised that if anyone needs assistance, his team would be happy to come and
rescue the snakes.

Dr. Nitin Sawant, is working on the project titled Diversity of Herpetofauna of Goa,
Mabharashtra and Karnataka, sanctioned by the Ministry of Environment and Forest
and Climate Change, Government of India, New Delhi. Research objectives are to
study the diversity of Herpetofauna of the three states mentioned above and also to
carry out molecular studies.



https://www.unigoa.ac.in/faculty/nitin-s-sawant.html
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